
Tell us a little more about you. Where did you grow up? How big is your family? What made you 
want to get into ministry? 
  
My name is Paul Larson, and I will be the vicar at Advent Lutheran. I am a third-generation 
Mexican American, originally from Sacramento, California, but grew up in Roseville, which is 
about seven miles northeast of Sacramento. I have two parents, Teresa and Scott, who are both 
retired State workers. My dad grew up in the East Bay just outside of Oakland, and my mother 
grew up in Roseville. They have two dogs: Jade and Laci. I have an older sister, Alison, and her 
husband, Vincent. She is a Resource Specialist, and he is a Mechanical Engineer. They have two 
children, Iver, 2, and Ronin, 7 months.   
 
Growing up, I was very involved with my home congregation, Bethel Lutheran Church. I was 
very involved with my home synod's Lutheran Youth Organization. In college, I worked at Sky 
Ranch Lutheran Camp and Mt Cross Ministries. I attended Luther College, all of which I met 
people who affirmed my call to ministry that I spent so much time discerning. These places 
have played an essential role in discerning my call.  
 
- What's your favorite part about living in Denver? 
 
 I lived four years ago in Greeley and Aurora. I love the various types of foods available 
and the number of breweries. Many places have a Starbucks or Dunkin on every street corner, 
but it seems like in Colorado, there is a brewery on every street corner.  
 
- Where are you completing your Seminary? 
 
I have been at United Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia for the past three years, so I am happy 
to be back out west.  
 
- What are your favorite hobbies, food, movies, music, etc.? Things you enjoy! 
 
On weekends, I am usually riding my bike, brunching, watching Premier League Soccer (Go 
Spurs), or exploring new places. I love to travel and trying to find the perfect Chai (send me 
some recommendations). Fall is my favorite season, and Halloween is my favorite holiday. 
During the fall, I love to do fun fall things like apple picking, pumpkin patches, drinking a 
pumpkin spice latte, seeing the changing tree colors, and postseason baseball. One of my goals 
is to visit every Major League Baseball park before I turn 30. I have been to twenty ballparks so 
far. If you have any recommendations on where I should go, please feel free to share.  
 
- What excites you most about working as an intern at Advent? 
 
 I am excited to get to know the people who make Advent and how they will play a vital 
role in my future ministry. One of the things that I am excited about is the current book 
discussion on America's Original Sins. It is important for the Lutheran Church is engaging with 
these kinds of conversations and how we are challenging ourselves to be a church that 



welcomes all.  I am excited to walk with each and every one of you this year as we engage these 
tough conversations.  
 
- What do you want to do when you complete your internship? 
 
 I want to stay on the West Coast and serve in a parish. Before Seminary, I worked in 
politics, and through my seminary studies, I have focused on faith-based community organizing. 
I want to merge these two backgrounds to make the Lutheran Church a place where the doors 
are open to everyone.   


