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So the Gospel of John is one of my favorite gospels and sorry for the other three. And this might
actually be one of my longer sermons, Pastor Barb, so hopefully you got the time. All right, so
everyone buckle in, we're gonna have a sermon, all right. No, I love this gospel because there
are the seven signs. Throughout the Gospel Jesus walks on water, he turns water into wine, he
feeds the five thousand. But there are also the seven “I am” statements. I am the Way, the Truth
and the Life. I am the Bread of Life. I am the Gatekeeper. I am the Good Shepherd.

But throughout the gospel there are these subtle and very overt comments that Jesus makes.
He continually reminds his disciples who still have not gotten it and it just seems to keep going
over their heads, that he's like “Dude, I'm about to die. I'm going to die. Like this is going to
happen.” And like the disciples just don't understand it. And you get these weird narrative
commentaries where the narrator says something like, and the disciples then eventually
remembered that Jesus had said this before. It's like this weird conversation that kind of goes on
in the gospel. So I love the Gospel of John.

But this morning I want to expand the text, because the 12th chapter is kind of like that climax in
a movie where you're getting all the loose ends right before the big event happens. And that's
what we have here in this 12th Chapter. It's a summary of Jesus's whole ministry. He has raised
his friend Lazarus from the dead. He consoles Mary and Martha, and we get that two word
sentence, “Jesus wept.” And right after this the word sort of starts to get out that he had done
this. And so in the beginning of the 12th chapter, we find Jesus going into Jerusalem for the
Passover. And he rides in on this donkey. There are the palms that are being waved at him. The
crowd is yelling “Hosanna in the highest” and “blessed it is the king of Israel”. And so the
religious establishment kind of is starting to get a little uncomfortable. Like this Messiah, who
has been talking, is now finally in the center of Jerusalem. And then we'll have Judas’ moment
where he colludes with the religious, and it will send Jesus to his ultimate death.

But we see during this 12th chapter that Jesus is telling his disciples, you know I'm gonna die.
The hours come near, the lights are still gonna be here a little longer, but we're getting towards
the end. And in this moment the Greeks, they arrive, they're saying hey we want to see Jesus.
And so it's this culmination of the John gospel of like this word will get out to the whole entire
world, and the world will come to me. And so the Greeks, they arrived, they say, “Sir, we want to
see Jesus.” And then you can see the early Christian church bureaucracy of like well, I'm just
going to tell all these people and then eventually we'll tell Jesus. So it's just this funny moment
where you're just like, wow. But again, the religious establishment understands Jesus is here.
They recognize he's already started kind of a ruckus with his arrival. But if it continues, the
Roman occupying force wants Pax Romana, peace at all costs. They're going to squelch that
rebellion. They might even destroy the temple again. That's what they did. They didn't like
uprising.



And so we get this final public discourse--Jesus's final words to his followers in this Jesus
movement that he is sort of inspiring throughout the Gospel of John. Where he gives his famous
analogies and he reminds his followers that, “when I die, all of creation, all people will be drawn
to me.” But that the light is with us a little longer.

So I want you to take a second. I want us to close our eyes. I want you to think about which
Jesus you want to see as we head into Holy Week, as we head into this Lenten journey. And
Palm Sunday is next week. What Jesus do you want to see? Is it the teacher? Is it the
compassionate Jesus? Is it the troublemaker? Is it the comforter or the healer? Which Jesus do
you want to see? The beautiful thing about this text is that the Jesus that you want to see, can
be seen in this whole entire 12th chapter of the Gospel of John. We have the healer, the teacher
who teaches people, like, I am the Messiah. The comforter who consoles Mary and Martha as
their friend dies. And yes, there's the troublemaker Jesus, the one who's rolling into Jerusalem
on a donkey. The word becoming flesh and dwelling among us, who did not come to condemn
or to judge the world, but to give God's children this gift. This gift of grace and mercy and love
that we share with one another. Jesus kind of reminds us of the judgment that's going to come,
the judgment that has already happened, that we are followers of God, we are made in Christ's
image, and we're called to be those disciples in this world. We are called to be disciples. We are
beloved children of God, who are called to be that in this world.

Over the past couple of months there's been a lot of conversations, and I got an email recently
over the plan of Dr. Seuss’ publisher to stop production of six lesser known books. And folks
have been kind of upset over, I think it's a potato head, and what gender it is. Or even this past
week we had the editor in chief of Teen Vogue who resigned like the day after she was
announced because tweets from her high school age youth came out that were racist and
homophobic. And I even remember growing up, I think it was Procter and Gamble, they were
boycotted because of demonic images on their products. So like this boycotting has gone on for
quite some time but for some reason….Oh, and Harry Potter was banned. I remember being at
a summer camp and the counselor telling us, “You can't read or watch Harry Potter.” I've never
seen them, so I don't know. But stuff has been found. And I think there's been a lot of
conversation and accountability. And you get to a point of restorative justice. How do we love
each other as siblings in Christ and hold each other accountable, that words and our intentions,
they matter? People will get hurt. And it's not saying we're wrong, but that we have to show in
our love that we recognize our lived experiences and each and every one of us is different, and
our words are words matter.

This past week I know I've been kind of upset over what happened in Atlanta. Six Asian women
were killed. The young man who walked into Mother Emanuel Church and did Bible study with
them, and then opened fire, killing those souls in Charleston. Or when a young man opens fire
at a Walmart parking lot down in El Paso. We have to understand that our words, our words
matter. There is racism. But we're called as humans to listen to one another, to love one
another, to hear our stories, our experiences. Because each and every one of us are made in
God's image, as believers, as lovers. We are called as disciples of Christ.



Jesus reminds us this morning in this text when he says, all of creation will be drawn to me, all
people will be drawn to me. We're getting towards the end of Jesus's journey we know next
week the cross is pretty much in our shadow. Jesus is going to die. But there's that resurrection
on Easter Sunday, that moment of hope, of life defeating death. But in order to get to Easter
Sunday, we have to go through Holy Saturday. That all creation will be drawn to me to reflect, to
listen to one another, and to be reminded that we are God's beloved children. And we're called
in this Jesus movement to love one another. I think that's a beautiful thing. Let's share some
love this week. And also remember that we are marked, we are made in God's image, and we
are called beloved children of God.

Amen


