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Growing up, I hated fishing. I'm so sorry pastor Barb. I hated getting up at three o'clock in the 
morning, so we could be at the lake by sunrise. I hated the smell of the water because it smelled 
like fish. Because even that smell just makes me...ugh. And then we would just sit on the boat 
all day and wait for the trout or the salmon to bite the bait. I just didn't like it. And then when you 
got home, you had to like, eat the fish. And again, I'm not a fan of it.  
 
So I'm gonna be honest, if you can’t tell, I'm not the biggest fan of these fish metaphors. 
Whether it's Jonah being in the belly of the beast for three days--imagine that-- know I 
personally would rather not. Or these fishermen who are working and this man just walks up 
and starts asking them to follow. Now I understand why Jesus used these fish metaphors. And 
then also in the Hebrew scriptures, because fishing was a common occupation in Israel during 
that time. It was a big industry.  
 
This place where he was calling his disciples, Galilee, was on a big sea. It's called the Sea of 
Galilee, but it's a big lake. And it was a way for him to connect with them and to relate to his 
followers, and to sort of bring them into this movement that he was creating. But I'm going to be 
honest, I struggled with the fish metaphors, not just because of my distaste for fish, but these 
metaphors have been used in harmful and hurtful ways, particularly by some of our Christian 
brothers and sisters. Fishing and gathering is a way of being saved and that you get hooked. 
And you would come to church, and you would repent and you would say, “God, I'm saved.”  
 
So when I hear these fishing metaphors, I hear that manipulation because of these mega 
churches. And I know in high school I had my own moment where I was questioning my faith. 
And I went with some friends, and I could see why folks got sucked in. There was a charismatic 
preacher telling us to repent and to be saved at a concert-like atmosphere where you would 
stand up and some people would speak in tongues. It was moving for some. But every time I 
would go I would be connected back to my Lutheran faith. That understanding of grace upon 
grace, that idea that we don't have to earn God's trust or salvation. That it's just a gift that's just 
given freely to us, whether we know it first off or figure it out later down the line or, heck, maybe 
we never figure it out that God's unconditional love is a gift for us. There's no strings attached. 
There's no thank you card required. God loves us and cares for us, walks with us, and 
accompanies us, and holds us tighter each and every day.  
 
And so when I was looking at this text, I was thinking, we kind of have to expand this gospel 
text, because we're getting the Gospel of Mark and it's the first chapter. It sets up the stage for 
the rest of the gospel, and the rest of our church year we'll be focused mostly on the Gospel of 
Mark. So during Advent I talked about John in the wilderness where he had this Snow White 
following of creatures that were following him. And then a couple weeks later on the fourth 
Sunday of Advent, we talked about Elizabeth and Mary and how Mary sees the angel Gabriel, 
gets excited, flees and runs to Elizabeth doorsteps, Elizabeth who is older is pregnant and she's 
going to have a child. So there's this bond in this relationship between Elizabeth and Mary. 



 
And that child that she has is John. And John is the John we're talking about this morning. The 
John who was arrested and eventually, spoiler, he will be beheaded. So we get that in Advent. 
A couple weeks ago we had the baptism of Jesus where John baptizes Jesus in the Jordan. 
And then in Lent, we will get Jesus going off into his wilderness, and that all happens in this first 
chapter.  
 
So there's a lot of details, and its’ one of the downsides of the revised common lectionary it’s 
like bits and pieces and thrown around in different places. So we don't get to have this full 
context of what's going on, because this is a really big story for Jesus. He has just seen his 
cousin arrested. He is starting his ministry. We don't get the story of his childhood growing up in 
the Gospel of Mark, we just get John in the wilderness and then Jesus kind of appears. And 
that's important because when the gospel writers of Mark were looking at it, they were in the 
midst of the Roman Empire. This expanse of power that spread from Spain all the way into parts 
of the Middle East. It was a big empire. But it's in this moment where his brother, his cousin, his 
friend gets arrested and eventually will die. The person who baptized Jesus. This was Jesus’ 
moment.  
 
Last week we heard the story of Nathaniel and Philip being called--Nathaniel who is the skeptic, 
Philip who was wanting to go. And so this week we get the story of Andrew and Simon, James 
and John. And Jesus just walked up on the shore and asked these people to leave everything 
they had behind. Imagine a modern day context; you would leave here, sell your house, you 
would leave your family business. There's no retirement, there's no 401k that you get to look 
forward to. That's what Jesus was asking them, to leave everything behind and simply go, 
trusting in this random dude walking on the side of the shore. 
 
It's something that is so powerful. And I think we need to first understand where James and 
John are coming from. There's often a misconception that they were likely poor, but the reality is 
they are probably a little bit well off. Their father Zebedee owns this fishing business, and fishing 
during that time was monopolized by the Roman Empire. So you would go out and rent your 
boats, you would get some money, you would go fish, you would hire your workers, and then 
that fish wouldn't stay in the Galilean community. No, it would actually be sent off to cities into 
the markets. As so it was this big industry. So, likely, Zebedee was fairly well off. And Jesus just 
comes up and asked them to leave everything that they have, and just go. 
 
So it would be outrageous for them to just leave their family business. And I can't even imagine 
the next Passover meal when they arrive, and their dad has some petty comments or maybe 
they're not even invited back to the dinner. And I don't want to trivialize the fact that these are 
four able-bodied men who just leave their community devastated, could very much leave it 
devastated. But there was something about it. This call. And I really loved the Common English 
Bible’s translation of this morning's text. And it starts with verse 15. “After John was arrested 
Jesus came into Galilee, announcing God's good news, saying that the time is now. Here 
comes God's kingdom. Change your hearts, your lives, and trust in this goodness.” It's in this 
moment that Jesus calls his disciples to action. After seeing his cousin arrested, he's calling his 



disciples to simply follow him. Leave everything they had and simply go trusting in Jesus's word 
and the actions with which he will live out his daily life. 
 
Just go. And that's why I think we can kind of connect last week's text where Nathaniel says, 
can anything good come out of Nazareth. This week, they just go. It’s a powerful moment. And 
so, this morning the disciples are called to action. But also, we as followers of Christ are called. 
After this pandemic life is going to be very much different. And so we're not asking you to take 
your 401k's and sell them or leave behind your occupation or your house. But to trust. Trust 
myself and pastor Barb. These next couple weeks we're going to be having conversations about 
what the Advent community can do in the future. How can we continue to make a welcoming 
place for our siblings of color? 
 
I'll be co-leading a book study on The Wolf Shall Dwell with the Lamb and share my stories. But 
we’ll have conversations with one another to build trust and to strengthen. And next month I’ll be 
starting to lead a new--I'm not calling it a book study I'm just calling it a conversation--on 
immigration. And we're going to look at the Bible. The story of Exodus, the story of Ruth, of 
Joseph. Joseph becomes an oppressor. It's a hard truth. But we're going to understand the 
story, the early Hebrew scriptures. And for early Christians, they were displaced. Early 
Christians were living in these little communities, and Paul would write to them and say, “Stay 
faithful.”  And so we're going to examine that. These folks are living in the midst of the Romans 
who have their own set of beliefs. And they're sort of rebels. Not rebels, that’s not the right term. 
But they're outsiders, they're marginalized, and how we understand that as followers now living 
in the United States, with me and many of us having the privilege of American citizenship, when 
most of my friends growing up, they didn't have that ability. They were migrant farmworkers or 
some were eventually...I remember a story of a friend who was deported and with family.  
 
But how are we as followers of Christ called to be present in this community? This Advent 
community, this community of Westminster, this community of Denver, to listen and to engage. 
And we're not going to say you're wrong, but we might push you. But it's out of a place of love. 
Just like Jesus, moments after seeing John arrested. This is our moment to engage with one 
another in this time where it's easy to mute voices that we don't want to hear. We're adults, let's 
engage with one another. 
 
Let's have some hard conversations, listen to one another. Show that compassion to one 
another. Love one another. This is our moment together as an Advent community. And I am 
going to encourage you to join us. Because pastor Barb and I are coming from places where we 
want to see you. We love you. And this is a time for us to grow together and to listen to one 
another. This is our moment. Thanks be to God. 
 
Amen 


