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So if you don't know, the kids, especially these five, have been meeting every Wednesday night
since COVID began. We get on the computer, we check in with each other, we give kyries and
glorias--meaning kyrie is “Lord have mercy” and gloria is “praise Jesus”--of what's happened in
their life. And then we play computer games. And they've been incredibly, incredibly patient
because for them, pressing all those buttons is natural. For me...there's only one game that I've
been able to really figure out. But they've been great, and they've been coming all year. So while
we haven't had our normal confirmation program this year, we have had time together that has
been extraordinary.

One of the things that happens on our Wednesday night zoom calls is that the dogs all show up.
So, let's see...Christina What's your dog's name? [Christina answers] Bingo and Rocky. Bingo
and Rocky. And who else has a dog? You have a dog, right? [Another confirmand answers]
Cesar and Shiva. [Another confirmand answers] Luna. [Pastor Barb asks another confirmand]
Do you guys have a do? Spirit! Spirit, see?! Okay so I have a dog named Zoe, which means in
Greek life. And she is an Australian Shepherd. But most of my dogs up until now have been
Bearded Collies. And Beardies are wonderful dogs. They're sheep dogs. And as with my Aussie
Shepherd, who's also a sheep dog, if you go up to her and throw a stick, she'll bring it to you
and she'll ask you to throw it. But when you throw it, she'll look at you like, “Now we don't have
that stick anymore!” Because her job is not to fetch; her job is to herd. And she wants to herd all
the sticks. And I love Bearded Collies because they have two speeds: they're either puppy--they
bound everywhere--or rug. And as they get older they're more rug than puppy. And I identify
with that a great deal.

But the reason I'm talking about my dogs is that I've always had sheep dogs, and I always will.
Today, this Sunday, is Good Shepherd Sunday. So we hear that familiar hymn familiar Psalm:
The Lord is my Shepherd. And we hear Jesus talking about what it means to him to be a
shepherd of the flock. And quite often pastors get the idea that they're supposed to be the
shepherd of their flock. And I say, no we're not shepherds, Jesus is the shepherd. We're the
sheep dog. Our job is to nip at your heels and bring you together and point you to the Shepherd,
who is Jesus Christ. So it's kind of cool that these were the texts that were assigned for today
when we get to do confirmation. These kids have been taught what we believe as a Lutheran
church, the Lutheran doctrine. And there's 20 questions that I asked them to know the answers
of, and they expected to be quizzed on that during my sermon today. Instead I gave them a
softball. What's the name of your dog? We're not going to go through all those questions. But
what I want you to remember are the first three, and I'm going to have you shout those out as
long as you as loudly as you can.

Pastor Barb: What do we have to do to go to heaven?
Confirmands: Nothing!

Pastor Barb: What do we have to do to earn God's love?



Confirmands: Nothing!

Pastor Barb: And what do we call that?
Confirmands: Grace!

They also know that during any children's sermon grace is always the answer to any question I
ask. So in a lot of churches, they'll say, “Jesus, Jesus!” My kids say grace. That's what it means
to me to be a Lutheran. The depth of grace and the lifetime of learning to take in the depth of
the grace of God. So it's good that you know what Lutheran doctrine is. But it's not what's going
to guide you in the rest of your life. What I want to guide you in the rest of your life is Lutheran
Christian living. And that means we live in grace--the grace that God gives to us, and the grace
that we show to the world. And we live in love. God is love. And so when you spend your life
trying to love people better, trying to live a life that is always loving, you will never be bored. And
I invite you to stay active in this community because their purpose is to bring you back, always
to the love of God, to remind you that you are beloved children, and to empower you to go out
and live that love in the world. You teach us in many ways, if you've learned anything through
these years of confirmation, I hope it's that God's love is with you completely and always.

So we've talked about Scripture, the Bible, all the things that Jesus tells us and I hope you will
develop a relationship with that too. My concern is that you have a spiritual life. My concern is
for all of you that you have a spiritual life. We have the tools here to help you get closer to your
spirit and the Spirit of God, and get closer to each other so that we can empower each other.
That's why you become adults on this day in this church. You become a part of everything that
goes on here in new ways.

When I think about my own spiritual life, I think about my relationship to Jesus, because that's
really what it's about. And I picture it in many different ways. Sometimes I feel Jesus walking
alongside me. Sometimes I feel Jesus holding on to me and me holding on to him. Sometimes I
feel like I'm running away because, sometimes scripture invites me to do things that are difficult.
And sometimes I feel like I'm curled up in a ball on the lap of Jesus. But I want you to picture
how Jesus is in your life. Where are you with Jesus now. Is he with? Do you understand that He
loves you for just who you are right now, not who you're going to be, not who you were when
you were younger? God loves you now, for who you are now. And if you work on that, it will be
challenging your whole life, you'll never get bored.

The world is going to give you a lot of messages, The message of Jesus is to love one another.
And we heard that in our text from First John today. This text from First John is really at the core
of a lot of our liturgy, especially our baptismal liturgy. But here's the words I want you to hang on
to: Little children, and that means all of us, no matter where you are in life, Let us love not in
word or speech, but in truth and action. You have the power to change the world. You have the
power to have the world be a loving place for everyone, and it's harder now than it's been in any
of our lifetimes. But hold on to that Jesus that's walking with you and you'll find the power to do
it. And this is God's commandment, that we should believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ,
and love one another, just as He has commanded us.



That's all right there in Scripture, so I hope you read it more and find what you need in there. Let
us love not in word in speech, but in truth, in action.

So here's the words I want you to take with you today: grace, love, peace, faith, belief. All of that
is what we come together around, and hope. You are the hope of the future. Not of the church,
but of the world...and of the church. And my hope is really strong today because I've gotten to
know you all well. And I feel like we have a great future as you step up.

So join us here. Come back. Let these people know how much you love them and let them tell
you how much they love you. And in that it reflects the love of God. Welcome to the adult
membership of Lutheran Church. If you embrace the Christ that has been speaking to you
through your Sunday school, through your confirmation classes, you will find another word that's
really important to us. And that's the peace that passes all understanding.

Amen


