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WELCOME 
                 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Pastor: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, the Wise Creator, Jesus the 
anointed and beloved one, and the Holy Spirit who moves over the waters. 
People: Amen 
                     
Pastor: As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting  
the love of Christ crucified and risen. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

Pastor: God who searches and knows us, 
People: You have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights 
to find our way. We have not been just in our dealings with others. We have       

                       chosen revenge over mercy. We have promoted ourselves instead of humbly       
                       paying attention to you. With what shall we come before you? Forgive us   
                         our sin, and show us that you claim us as your beloved children in the face  
                           of Jesus Christ, the one who saves us. Amen 

Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and     
made us alive together with the risen Christ. By grace you have been saved.  
You are a beloved child of God. In the name of Jesus Christ + your sins are for-
given. May God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that  
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit, be with you all. 

                       People: And also with you. 

                  
                            
                            

This worship service includes places where the pastor or leader says something and the 
people respond together. You will also be invited to sing. Worship is more than a show 
that you only observe, but is done together with all people participating. It may feel 
weird for you to say things together with everyone else. We get this and invite you to 
participate at your level of comfort. 

This service starts with 
Confession and Forgive-
ness. This is a time to be 
honest with ourselves 
and God and includes a 
confession of sins. Sin is 
anything (words or ac-
tions) that separates us 
from honest and healthy 
relationship with God or 
with each other.

+This symbol means 
that the pastor makes the 
sign of the cross. You 
may also choose to mark 
yourself with the sign of 
the cross. 

This is the time in wor-
ship when all gathered 
are assured of God’s 
love and forgiveness. 
Relationships are 
restored. God is good 
and full of  love. God’s 
grace and forgiveness 
can be trusted.
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                    SONG OF PRAISE 

Kyrie eleison, Christe 
eleison (pronounced 
kheer-ee-eh eh-lay-ee-
son, chis-tay eh-lay-ee-
son) is an ancient Chris-
tian prayer in Greek. It 
means, “Lord have mer-
cy, Christ have mercy.” 
This song is a request 
for God’s mercy, but is 
also a recognition and 
praise for God’s mercy.

The Gloria is a song  of 
celebration and praise. 
It’s the song that the 
shepherds and angels 
sang on the night that 
Jesus was born. This is 
also an ancient song 
used in Christian wor-
ship. During Lent (right 
before Easter) it is tradi-
tional to not say, “Al-
leluia.” While singing 
this Gloria, we will re-
peat the words, “Glory 
Be to God” instead of 
“Alleluia.”
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              PRAYER OF THE DAY (See insert)  

SCRIPTURE READING OF THE DAY (See insert) 
                     
MESSAGE 
               
QUESTIONS AND TABLE CONVERSATIONS 
Each week during this time we will have questions for discussion. Your table 
will have a leader or host who will start the conversation. Please participate at 
your level of comfort. While we are live-streaming, please include your ques-
tions and comments in the comments section. We will pay attention and discuss 
them too! If you are watching a recorded version of this service, take a minute 
to talk through the questions with those around you. If you are alone, listen to 
the conversation, and think about what you would add. 

INTERACTIVE AND COMMUNITY PRAYER TIME  
Please remain silent at this time. There are several prayer stations around the    
room. You are welcome to pray at the stations, stay at your table and pray   
silently, or step outside and catch a breath of fresh air. If you are at home watch-
ing the live-stream, we encourage you to light a candle, take a deep breath and 
silently pray, and also please submit your prayers to be read aloud in the com-
ments section.We will come back together and pray aloud for our community 
and world. At the end of each statement of prayer, the prayer leader will say: 

                       Leader: Lord, in your mercy 
                       People: Hear our prayer. 

    
                     
PASSING OF PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you all. 
People: And also with you. (You may share a sign of peace with one another.)  
             
            
           
              

    

The Gospels are the 
books of the Bible 
which tell the story of 
Jesus and contain his 
words. Standing for this 
acknowledges that this 
is important and shows 
respect as the message 
is celebrated.

Prayer is a conversation 
with God. It’s a time to 
tell God about joys, 
sorrows, concerns,  
anger, or to give thanks 
to God for the good 
things in life.

The Passing of Peace is 
another ancient tradi-
tion where peace is 
made between people 
before participating in 
Communion. It’s a sign 
that people can be unit-
ed (not uniform) when 
coming before God.
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             ANOINTING WITH OIL / WATER FOR HEALTH AND RENEWAL 

                        Pastor: Merciful God, we thank you for the people gathered today to worship.  
                        You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and 

nourished us in this community of faith. Meet us here in this anointing with oil. 
Send your Spirit to renew and heal us in body, mind, and soul. Send us strength 
and courage to serve you and serve one another. 
People: Amen. 

Pastor: You are God’s beloved people. (Please place a small amount of oil on a     
finger or thumb.) O God, the giver of health, and the one who brings us into 
eternal relationship: As the apostles of Jesus, at his command, anointed many 
that were sick and healed them, send now your Holy Spirit that we, your  
people, (mark your forehead or hands with the + sign of the cross) may be pre- 
served from illness, healed in body, mind, and soul. May our faith be renewed. 
Bless us with strength and courage to serve you and one another; through the  
same Jesus Christ who loves us. 

                       People: Amen. 

                        Pastor: Let us pray. Merciful God, source of all healing, we give you thanks for  
                          all your gifts of strength and life, and above all we thank you for the gift of   
                         Jesus. As we wait for the day when there will be no pain, no loneliness, and no   
                         more social distancing, help us by your Holy Spirit to be assured of your power  
                            in our lives and to trust in your eternal love; through Jesus Christ who loves us. 
                       People: Amen.          

 
     

  
                  

The use of oil for 
anointing, healing, and 
sending rites is men-
tioned extensively 
throughout the Christ-
ian Scriptures. We 
anoint ourselves and 
those in our families 
today in recognition of 
God’s continuing work 
in our lives. This is a 
physical sign of bless-
ing and prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer is the 
prayer that Jesus taught 
his followers to pray. 
This week, this prayer 
will be sung.
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                         BLESSING   
                        Pastor: May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life  
                          together, keep you united in mind and purpose. And the blessing of almighty      
                       God, our Earth Maker, + Pain Bearer, and Life Giver, be with you always.  
                       People: Amen. 

                       ANNOUNCEMENTS 

              
BENEDICTION  
                          
Pastor: May the Lord bless us and keep us. May the Lord’s face shine on us and  
be gracious to us. May the Lord look upon us with favor and + give us peace.  
 People: Amen. 

                        
                      SENDING HYMN (See insert.) 

                        DISMISSAL 

                          Pastor: Go in peace. Let your light shine. 
                         People: Thanks be to God. 

The Benediction is a 
blessing at the end of 
the service. People 
are blessed and sent 
out into life beyond 
this place to share 
the grace and love of 
Jesus.
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                        The Table Insert 3/29/2020   

                        
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
                           
People:  Almighty God, Your Son came into the world to free us from sin and death. Send us the 
power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you all our days, 
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever, Amen. 

GOSPEL READING  

Pastor: The Gospel according to St. John 11:1-45 
People: Glory to you O Lord. 
                                
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was 
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was 
ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, 
he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after hav-
ing heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see 
the light of this world. 10  
But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told 
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said 
to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about 
his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to 
her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resur-
rection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
the one coming into the world.” 
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When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher 
is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now 
Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews 
who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But 
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dy-
ing?” 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there 
is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you be-
lieved, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and 
said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had 
said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 
let him go.” 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord. 
People: Praise to you O Christ.      

HYMN OF THE DAY - “Jesus Is a Rock In a Weary Land”   

Refrain: Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a weary land, a weary land;  
               My Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm. 

1. No one can do like Jesus, not a mumbling word he said, 
he went walking down to Lazarus’ grave, and he raised him from the dead. (refrain)   

2.  When Jesus was on earth, the flesh was very weak; 
     he took a towel and girded himself and he washed his disciples’ feet. (refrain)  

3.  Yonder comes my Savior, him whom I love so well; 
     he has the palm of victory and the keys of death and hell. (refrain) 

Text and music: African American Spiritual - Evangelical Worship;  Augsburg Fortress: Minneapolis, 2009


