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When I was about 10 years old, a wonderful thing happened in the church. Now I grew up in the 
Missouri Synod expression of Lutheranism, and we had the old blue hymnal. And I was very 
proud that even at 10, I knew that liturgy. I knew all the words and everything else. The hymns 
were very familiar to me. And then something came on the scene that was pretty remarkable. It 
was Christian folk music. Now this stuff wasn’t in the hymnal; this stuff wasn’t in anything that 
we did. It was something that I think they sang at camp, although I never went. But there were 
two songs that I learned from a very young age--Christian folk songs--one was called “Pass it 
On”. I’m not going to share that one with you. But one that kept going through my mind all week 
was a song called “They’ll Know We are Christians by our Love”. It’s a song based on the book 
of John where Jesus tells them that they’ll know we are Christians by our love, they’ll know by 
how we act in the world out of that love. And it was written by a priest on the southside of 
Chicago in the 60s, and so you know he wasn't living in a very easy-going place. It was not an 
easy place to be. Ok, I’m going to try to sing it for you, and I want to remind you that I am not 
Aimée Pakan, and I am not Mark, so I’m not a soloist. But I’ll bet some of you know this, so if 
you know it sing it along with me. It goes like this, and please listen very carefully to the words.  
 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 
And we pray that our unity may one day be restored 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 
Yes they'll know we are Christians by our love 
 
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand 
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand 
And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love 
 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side 
And we'll guard each man’s dignity and save each man’s pride 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love 
 
Now, if you were listening to all of the Bible passages, the texts that we have assigned for the 
day, it may sound like the world’s greatest copout for me to talk about a song that was sung in 
the 60s that talked about Christian love. But when you think about the circumstances that this 
priest was in when he wrote this, then you’ll know that this is not a soft, fluffy song as it is often 
sung...anymore than 1 Corinthians 13 is a soft and fluffy passage about love. Because the kind 



 

of love that he was writing about, the kind of love that people should see when we live it out is a 
tough, tough kind of love.  
 
It’s not like the picture of Jesus that we often have, somebody in this congregation calls it the 
Wal-Mart Jesus, where he’s very white and nice, and he’s got an easy going smile, and he’s got 
little sheep around him. But this passage today, talks about a love that goes much deeper, that 
is much more powerful than that. These are tough words from Jesus. Understand that Jesus is 
about to send these disciples out on their first missionary experience. He gives them the 
authority to cast out demons and heal illnesses. But He warns them in this passage that it’s not 
all going to be all fluffy and easy. That this is going to be a tough message for people to hear. 
Understand at the time, there were a lot of things, political and religious, going on in the 
Palestinian world. We know that the Romans and the Jews were at odds with each other all the 
time. And the Jews, among themselves, you’ve heard it many times from many of our gospel 
texts that they have the pharisees, the sadducees, and the scribes--everyone having a different 
perspective of what following God means. It was a difficult time, and the people were waiting for 
the Savior, the salvation that would come and overthrow the Roman government and overthrow 
the Jewish leaders who were demanding more of them then they could deliver.  
 
And Jesus comes, not with an army, but with a word of deep, passionate, powerful love. And He 
didn’t hang out with the rich people who could give Him the kind of power they could recognize, 
He hung out with fishermen and tax collectors. He spent most of his time lifting up the poorest 
and the weakest. And as He’s sending his disciples out, He’s warning them, this is a message 
that is so powerful that people aren’t going to get it, and you are probably going to face some 
resistance.  
 
But He also starts this passage by telling them that they need to be like the teacher. That they 
need to be like the master. So he’s sending them out, asking them, asking us, to live as if we 
want to be like Jesus. And that’s not an easy way to go. He tells them, have no fear of them, for 
they can hurt your body, but they can’t take your soul. And so through the course of this 
passage, which is very difficult, and always comes up on Father’s Day for some reason, He’s 
not telling them that they should go out with a sword. He’s telling them that tough things are 
going to happen.  
 
There's a tension in this passage. The God who attends to the sparrows and numbers the hairs 
on their heads, is no pushover. He demands something from us in return for His love. He 
demands that we live out this love. Swords happen. Death happens. Rejection happens. He’s 
not asking them to go out and create those things, but He’s asking them to go out and face 
those things down with a love that is more powerful than all of that. He sends them out, He 
sends us out by moving us from complacency. By moving us from this place that says, “I don’t 
need to hear what’s going on; I just need to do this right here in front of me.” To a world that is 
crying out for a love that is stronger and heavier than what we’ve experienced in this life. 
 



 

And just as that was a chaotic world that He was sending those disciples in, I think maybe more 
than anytime in my life that same kind of chaos exists in our world, in our culture, and in our 
country. We’re forced to not touch each other anymore, we’re forced to have social distance so 
we don't give or get a disease that we can’t seem to get a handle of. People are protesting in 
the streets, people are rioting because of injustices that are happening right here in our 
eyesight. And Jesus tells us to go out...to go out and love everyone.  
 
This love is tough. It’s real. It’s powerful. And if we make it light, which sometimes we need to 
do, we miss the point of the love that Jesus lived out when He taught these lessons to the 
disciples when He sent them out into the world. So while this love is tough and real and 
powerful, this love also changes the world. And it pushes us to act...to accept our belovedness. 
This God that loves us no matter what we do, loves us all the time, and asks us to go and love 
in the same way.  
 
As Paul writes to the Romans who were also facing the persecution of their own, we are not 
called to take on Jesus’ death, but to walk in newness of life. What a wonderful message. What 
a challenging message. As if everytime we hear about the love of God, everytime we hear the 
words of Jesus we are moved out of our complacency into listening for the call of God to what it 
is we are called to do, to love better. This passage can be used to say families don’t matter. But 
I don’t think that’s what Jesus is saying. I think what Jesus is saying to those disciples, who He 
asked to leave their families to go, and who died terrible deaths sometimes just taking this word 
of love of God to the world is that you need to remember that kingdom values are stronger than 
family values.  
 
And on this Father’s Day, if all of our fathers teach their children about the love of God, that they 
are beloved children, and that that calls us to do something, then we’re acting out that same 
kind of love that our Father has for us.  
 
So today’s gospel is not easy or pleasant. It’s one that every pastor I know of, every third year 
says, “Oh, no! Why didn’t I have Aimée preach on this?!” But it dares to ask us the question, 
what will we risk for this message of love? How will we live that makes this message matter? 
How will we act out of that love? Yeah, we’re Lutheran. It’s not about our salvation, it’s not about 
what happens to us after we die. We believe that God’s grace has that covered. But living out of 
God’s grace means we have to listen to what God is calling us to do in a world that is so filled 
with turmoil right now...and so hungry for the love of God.  
 
And then we have to ask ourselves the questions... How will they know? How will they know that 
we are followers of Christ? How will they know? Well, like many things, overfamiliarity makes 
some things trite. But this love song, this love that God gives to us is not trite. And it’s not 
always easy. And life is not always going to be easy. But living out of God’s love gives us the 
ability to face down what’s happening. To face down and say God is with me and I will speak of 
love even when the world wants me to speak about things...the world wants me to speak about 



 

hate. The world wants me to say I’m better than other people. The world wants me to create a 
just society. That’s the kind of love that Jesus calls us to.  
 
So the song then takes on a whole new power, and you can sing with me the last verse.  
 
All praise to the Father 
From whom all things come 
And all praise to Christ Jesus His only son 
And all praise to the Spirit 
Who makes us one 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love 
 
Will they?  
 
Amen  
 
 
  
  


