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Pastor Barb

I have a letter I would like to share with you today. I hope you will just sit back and listen.

From Pastor Barb, called to be an ordained rostered pastor in the Church of Christ Jesus. By
the will of God, and from all of your brothers and sisters in the Lord. To the Church of God called
Advent, that is in Westminster. To those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus called to be saints,
together with all those who in every place, call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, both their
Lord and ours.

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my
God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus for in
every way, you have been enriched in him in speech and knowledge of every kind. Just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you, so that you are not lacking in any
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to
the end so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful. By
him you were called into the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Now, I appeal to you, brothers and sisters by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
shall be in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you should be
united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me that there are
quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to
Jesus or I belong to Apollos or I belong to Paul or I belong to Peter. Has Christ been divided?
Was Paul crucified for you, or were you baptized in the name of Paul? For Christ did not send
me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of
Christ might not be emptied of its power.

So the message about the cross is foolishness to those who were perishing. But to us, who are
being saved, it is the power of God. For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and the
discernment of the discerning I will fort. Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since
in the wisdom of God the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided through the
foolishness of our proclamation to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks
desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness
to the Gentiles. But to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike, Christ is the power of God
and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom and God's
weakness is stronger than human strength.

Consider your own call brothers and sisters. Not many of you were wise by human standards,
not many were powerful, and not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise. God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong. God chose
what is low and despised in the world, and things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that
are. So that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Jesus



Christ, who became for us wisdom from God and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption.

In order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”

Sincerely, Pastor Barb.

I hope I didn't make anyone nervous when I said I was going to read a letter. And if you want a
copy of that letter, I'd love for you to have it. If you just take out your Bible, and look at 1
Corinthians Chapter 1. That is where that letter came from. Okay, it didn't say, “I pastor Barb
Martens of Advent in Westminster. It said, “I, Paul,” as he was writing to the new church in
Corinth. The church that was coming together to figure out how to be followers of God. And the
rest of this chapter of 1 Corinthians is much like an annual meeting agenda. You will find in this
chapter all the things that Paul is trying to respond to that are happening in that church a couple
thousand years ago where they had no Bible. They didn't even have an ELW, not even the
Green Book was around then. But they were trying to figure out how to be followers of Christ.
So the chapters that are following this letter that he starts in his salutation come with direction
and responses.

He spends Chapters 2 through 4 explaining to them why he has the authority, why they should
listen to him when he talks. Chapter 5 is all about sexual immorality. It's a good thing he covered
that, we haven't had to ever deal with that since. In Chapter 6 he talks about lawsuits when
people in the church are suing each other for one thing or another. In Chapter 7 he talks about
marriage. He actually recommends that you don't get married, by the way, so...

Chapter 8, the chapter we heard today. He talks about food to idols. Now you may think that
sounds silly, but in the church in Corinth, there were people who were well educated, there were
people who had more money and resources than other people. And as they thought through this
theology of eating food that had been offered to idols, they decided, “Well, you know what, there
are no idols, so there's nothing wrong with this food. So we are going to go ahead and eat it.”
And they could afford to do that. But the rest of the gathering, the rest of the Community of
Christ, didn't have the resources and didn't have the understanding that they had. And they felt
like, you shouldn't eat food to idols because it was offered to idols. So there was a big division
coming in the church. And it was divided by their understanding of theology. Again, I'm so glad
those things never happen anymore.

In Chapter 9, again, he goes back to why people should listen to him, what authority he speaks.
In Chapter 10, he goes back into the history of Israel and talks about everything being done to
the glory of God. In Chapter 11 he covers the thing we've all worried about the most, should the
pews be removed and should there be pink carpet or blue? Oh, no wait, that wasn't it. It was
should people wear head coverings or not? He talks about the abuses of the Lord's supper and
how some people use it to lord over other people. All in chapter 11.



In Chapter 12 he talks about how the community needs to come together. That there are
spiritual gifts--teaching and preaching and all of the things that we do to make the community of
Christ--and how we need each other, desperately, to do that right. Now Chapter 13, you've
heard if you've ever been to a wedding in any church. It is a chapter about the love of God. It is
patient and kind. A kind of love that we can strive for our whole life. And it will be worth doing. In
Chapter 14 he talks about the other things that separate Christians from each other--the idea of
prophecy and speaking in tongues. And, in Chapter 14, he talks about liturgy and the order of
the church. In Chapter 15, he talks again about the resurrection of Christ. He always brings it
back to the love of God in Jesus Christ. He talks about the resurrection of Jesus, and he talks
about the resurrection of the dead and the resurrection of the body.

In Chapter 16, he talks about stewardship. He talks about collecting money for the saints, like
Paul, who are always on the road. And he goes into their future plans. And then he says, “Keep
alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do, be done in love.” Let
me say that again. Let all that you do, be done in love. And then he closes, “With the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ be with you, my love, be with all of you, in Christ Jesus.”

Now, the agenda for our annual meeting today is much shorter than this. We're not going to try
to cover all the bases. We're going to pass our budget, our faith budget, for next year. We're
going to elect people to come together to do the business at the church. But I beg of you, keep
these words of Paul to those Corinthians in your mind as we go through it. That we strive for
unity, that we listen to each other. Now, we don't have any big controversies this year, but we
have had a heck of a year. And it is good that we come together to rejoice in how we've come
through, and to look forward faithfully to what's next, And I quote, my brother Paul, not this Paul
[Pastor Barb points back to Vicar Paul], the one that we were reading from, that “my love is with
all of you in Christ Jesus.”

Amen


