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ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 17, 2021 

               (P-Pastor, AM- Assisting Minister, C-congregation) 
  

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and 
repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the 
earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads 
at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled 
to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice 
that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear 
the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 
  
GREETING 
 P.  The Lord be with you.  C.  And also with you.  P:  Let us pray together. 
  
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY  (Read in unison) 
 C:  Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the 

sins of all who are penitent.  Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting 
of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

  
  
HYMN    ELW # 262    “Wait for the Lord”   5x’s 
  
  
FIRST READING  Isaiah 58:1-12  
  After reading:  P:  The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
  
  
PSALM 51:1-17 (read responsively) 
  
  
SECOND READING   2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10    
 After reading:  P:  The word  of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*GOSPEL  The Gospel according to St. Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  C:  Glory to  you, O  Lord.  
After reading:  P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you O Christ. 
  
  
SERMON                                                                                   Pastor Barb Martens 
 
 
HYMN    ELW # 629   “Abide With Me”  
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 INVITATION TO LENT 
 P:  Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of  remembering  Jesus’ 

Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 
  
 We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy.  

We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in 
harmony with creation.  But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and 
creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 

  
 As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists 

whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor.  I invite you, therefore, to the 
discipline of Lent self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and 
works of love--strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament.  Let us continue our journey 
through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

  
CONFESSION OF SIN 
 P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
   (Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
  
 P:  Most holy and merciful God,   
 C:  we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that 

we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault,  by our own most grievous fault, in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

  
 P:  We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.  C:  
Have mercy on us, O God. 

  
 AM:  We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us.  We have not been true 

to the mind of Christ.  We have grieved your Holy Spirit.  C:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
 P:  Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our 

lives, we confess to you.  C:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
  
 AM:   Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we 

confess to you.  C:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
  
 P:  Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we 

confess to you.  C:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
  
  AM:  Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to  
  injustice and cruelty, we confess to you.  C:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
  
 P:  Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors and our prejudice 

and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.  C:  Have mercy on us, O 
God. 
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 AM:  Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come 

after us, we confess to you.  C:  Have mercy on us, O God. 
  
 P:  Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.  C:  Hear us, O God, for your 

mercy is great. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    

AM:  Relying on the promises of God,  we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need.  

 AM:  Lord, in your mercy, C:  Hear our prayer.  
 AM:...through Jesus Christ our Lord.   C:  Amen. 
  
  
GREETING OF PEACE 
  
OFFERING 
  
OFFERTORY   
  
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  
 AM:  God our provider, C:  you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of 

grace and life.  Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your  bounty, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
 P:  The Lord be with you.  C:  And also with you. 
 P:  Lift up your hearts.  C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
  
  
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
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*IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 AM:  Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.  May these ashes be a 

sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ are we given eternal life: through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

  
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION/ IMPOSITION OF ASHES    
  
  
 HYMNS  ELW #642, #801, #328, 
  
  
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 AM:  Let us pray.  Everlasting God, C:  we bless you that you have brought us to 
 the  mountaintop and fed us with the life and light of your Son.  Send us in his 
 name from this place to bring light into dark corners, healing where lives are 
 torn, and nourishment to every hungry heart, in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
  
BLESSING 
 P:  Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,  C:  that we may show forth 
 your glory in the world. 
  
 AM:  By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, C:  bring us with all your 
 saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
  
 C:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
 Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 
  
  
BENEDICTION 
  
  
DISMISSAL 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 


