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So I spent most of the week trying to figure out how to do a short commencement address 
and/or a short sermon. So I went online and I looked up a bunch of things. I even watched last 
night as Barack Obama and everyone did the high school graduation thing, and I thought, “I’m 
sure Barack will have something short.” I should have known better. As it turns out, there really 
isn’t such a thing as a short commencement address. Most of us remember sitting through 
many long ones. So in my thirst to find this good, short commencement address, I finally just 
had to give up. So I said, ok, I’ll write a sermon instead. So then I looked at the texts, the texts 
that were assigned for this day. And how marvelous the Holy Spirit is, when the Holy Spirit goes 
to work...which is all the time. As I read these passages, I thought, everything I would want to 
say to you, as you head out into the next stage of your journeys, is right here in these lessons 
that we read today. 
 
1 Peter was most likely written by an educated person. And you now have to consider 
yourselves educated people. Can’t get away with playing dumb anymore. Aimée, you’ve never 
been very good at that anyway. And he’s talking to people that are forming a church right as it is 
beginning to come together. And he’s talking to them about how to live in times of persecution, 
in times where you don’t know if you are going to be in trouble for loving Jesus. And he says, 
“Do not fear what they fear. And do not be intimidated. But in your heart sanctify Christ as Lord. 
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an account of hope 
that is in you. Yet do it with gentleness and reverence.” These are words to live by.  
 
Now, I did look up the Commencement bulletin for United Lutheran Seminary, and it was not 
any help at all. You can tell that to them. Because they didn’t actually put the service in there. 
But I did find something very interesting. I found Joel and Aimée’s names, and they got to pick 
their theme Bible passage. Now, I’ve got to say, Aimée, you did well. Joel, I’m only going to read 
a small part of yours, just a small part.  
 
Aimée’s text comes from 1 John, again writing to these early Christians trying to figure out what 
that means. And the writer says, “Little children, let us love not in word or speech, but in truth 
and action.” Now Joel, being the one who loves to read way more than I do, picked an Old 
Testament text. I’m going to give you the reference. It is Deuteronomy 23:12-15. I’m not going to 
read the whole thing, but you should, because it will give you some insight into Joel. But there is 
part of this that I wanted to read. “God, your God, strolls through your camp. He’s present to 
deliver you and give you victory over your enemies. Keep your camp holy.” Now, just a word 
that is, the rest of this passage talks about how you keep this camp holy, and I’m not going 
there.  
 
So, the lessons we get are things that you can hang on to as you go on from here. Don’t be 
afraid; God is with you. Defend the hope that is in you. The hope that brought you to this day. 
Be gentle and reverent as you live out the love of God. Love in truth and in action. And never in 



the history of humanity has there been a more important time to keep those words in mind. 
Truth and action. And finally, God is here...look busy.  
 
Then, I did find a great commencement address. This is a commencement address that comes 
from Jesus Christ himself. Because imagine, in this part of the book of John, Jesus is sharing 
this last meal and His last lessons with these men, these disciples, who were about to graduate 
to become apostles. These guys were going to have to do it without Jesus’ physical presence. 
And Jesus wanted them to know that they would never be alone. And what did He leave him 
with? Well, the first part of this chapter, He leaves them by saying, “I’m going to prepare a place 
for you.” And you all memorized my sermon from last week, so you know what that means.  
 
But then he comes in with the text that we heard today. “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another advocate to be with you 
forever.” This is the spirit of truth, Devynn. (brushes shoulder) This is our symbol; you have “pair 
of cleats”, we have bird poop on the shoulder. That’s how you remember the Holy Spirit. The 
spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. You 
know Him...because He abides with you, and He will be in you. There is nothing greater, words 
that I can give you, to get through the transitions that are ahead of you. Devynn, you’re getting 
ready to go to college--CU Boulder, I believe, right? And you two (Aimée and Joel), within the 
next 10 years will be in a parish, right? Let’s hope it happens within the next few months. But in 
this lesson, we hear Jesus telling His disciples when He’s leaving them with these last words, “If 
you love me, you will keep my commandments.” Now, most of us, the words that come into our 
minds right away are the 10 Commandments, but just before this in John 13:34 and John 15:12, 
He gives them this commandment. This new commandment “that you love one another just as I 
have loved you.” We should also love one another.  
 
So in this lesson we learn that we are never alone, that we will always have the power of God 
with us, because the Holy Spirit is with us. And in response to that, Jesus wants something from 
us. He wants us to live out that love. And I promise you, no matter what transition you are going 
through in life, no matter what hardship is around you, if you take the time to remember God’s 
love, and try to figure out how to live it out, your life will never be boring. Because it never 
comes easy. And it always makes us complete. Don’t forget; the Spirit will remind you. And 
sometimes, that can hurt a little. Sometimes the Spirit will ask you to do something, and you’ll 
say, “Eh, no.” Like for instance, Devynn, if you were to decide to go to seminary, I’m sure 
Aimée, and Joel, and I would help you with that in any way we can. You’ve been hearing that 
from me for quite a while.  
 
And here’s the one I want to leave with you, the one that defines everything that drives me in 
ministry. And that comes from 1 John 4:16. “God is love. Those who abide in love abide in God, 
and God abides in them.” I love that word, abide. It’s so much bigger than dropping in, or buying 
a house. When God abides with you, He lives in the whole of your being. And when you let 
yourself be aware of God abiding in you, you will live a life that will change the world. And God 
knows, we need you to change the world.  



 
So let me just say it to you, the thing that I’ve been saying to all of you for some time. You, 
Devynn Hanson, are a beloved child of God. In your baptism, we named you. And in your 
baptism, you are united with all these people. And you are reminded that the Spirit of Truth will 
go with you wherever you go. Aimée, Joel, you are beloved children of God, baptized and 
beloved. And everyone you meet through your ministry will be blessed by knowing that they are 
beloved children of God.  
 
So Devynn, I have known you for a little over a decade now. I met you when you were seven 
years old. And everytime you were here, that smile, you have a smile that is irreplaceable. It 
goes through your whole face and your eyes. And you can’t help but be filled with joy at seeing 
your smile. And I have enjoyed seeing that smile for 10 years. I remember, Devynn, that you 
had probably the most intensive confirmation program I have ever taught. So for the rest of you, 
Devynn is the daughter of Tonya, who taught confirmation up until the time I came. And Devynn 
was the only one in her age group. So Devynn and I went out for coffee. We spend about 2 ½ 
hours talking about the 20 questions. And then Devynn got confirmed. And you know how 
Devynn convinced me to do that is she said, “I really want to vote at the next annual meeting.” 
And I said, “Ok! Let’s get you confirmed!” And Devynn, your love of children and the kids 
here...their faces will go with you everywhere you go. And they will remember you as fondly as 
we do. Although, we don’t plan to remember you for too long, because Boulder is not that far 
away, especially from here.  
 
Aimée, you are one of the most intense people I know. But that intensity is your love of God and 
your love of the people God puts in your life. You have been such a gift to us this last year, to 
me personally, to this whole congregation. And who’d’ve thunk that you would have an 
internship experience that made you deal with social distancing? I mean, this is a whole new 
thing for everybody. And yet, you have been with us every step of the way. And we have been 
completely and totally blessed by your presence. Your music is beautiful, your voice is 
incredible. But it’s only one of the many, many gifts God has given you for ministry. And I can’t 
wait, just can’t wait, to see what happens next as you go into a congregation.  
 
Joel, I didn’t get to see you every week. Well, I did actually, I saw you on Sunday evenings as 
you shared your music with us at The Table. And what I’ve noticed about your music, the music 
that you two do together, the things that you write, is that there’s a kind of hospitality in it. A kind 
of feeling that when we hear your music we are a part of it, we are welcomed into it. And boy, 
that is a huge gift. And I thank you for sharing it with us this year through The Table. I love the 
way you listen. The way you question everything...mostly, I love that...and the way you have 
given your time to us freely to help us get this new worship service off the ground. So I thank 
you both, from the bottom of my heart, for sharing your gifts with us.  
 
Like I said, I can’t wait to see what happens next. This is an ending...and a beginning. A 
beginning of college life. A beginning of parish ministry. A beginning of doing things that will 



affect the rest of your life and affect everyone around you with the love that you take into it. And, 
man, you are a great group to be doing that.  


