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What a week we’ve had. I feel like I've been needing to say that every week for the last nine 
months. But right now, it has really been a tough week. So our COVID numbers are up. I was in 
a call with the Commissioner of Adams County on Friday, that said that in the last two weeks we 
have 817 new cases in Adams County alone. We were kind of warned that while this curfew 
was coming now, a stay at home order is pretty much likely to come in the next two weeks, 
because we can't seem to get these numbers under control. The fires in our mountains are still 
not completely under control. The snow we had a couple of weeks ago helped, but we are still 
needing more snow, and hopefully that will come tonight In my neighborhood in downtown 
Denver, the businesses are all boarded up awaiting what can and will maybe happen after the 
election results have come in. 
 
You know, I was watching the news this morning, and on my channel when I turned it on, it said 
this, and it really struck me as fitting for what we're doing now. It said, “breaking news.” And I 
thought, “Oh wow, something's happened.” And it said, “awaiting results in the key battleground 
states,” which is what we've been doing for about five days. Now I know that the results have 
been announced and the results are now being verified. But that whole headline breaking 
news... wait...breaking news...we're still waiting. Those seem to be in conflict with each other. 
But as followers of Christ, they're really not. There’s a Taizé hymn in our hymnal that goes like 
this:  
 
Wait for the Lord  
Whose day is near  
Wait for the Lord 
Be strong, take heart 
 
I think you've all heard it. And as we enter this day, the third from the last Sunday in the ordinary 
time, the long seasons of Sundays after Pentecost, getting ready to move into Advent, that idea 
of waiting is starting to come up all the time. There's another theme that comes up all the time in 
this text and what's going to come in the next few weeks. And of course during it. So we have 
waiting, and then we have the idea of light in the darkness. Light in the darkness. So in the 
midst of all of these things that are happening every day on the news and outside my door and 
in my heart, I hear the words of today's Gospel lesson. And my first reaction was, I think I need 
something just a little bit clearer. But the themes that we're talking about are both there: the 
theme of waiting, and the theme of having our light shine in the darkness, waiting.  
 
You know the word wait in some form or another shows up 106 times in the Old Testament, 
especially in Psalms. In fact, Psalm 27 is the song that that song comes from--wait for the Lord, 
whose day is here. And it's 37 times in the New Testament, which surprised me a little bit 
because all of the post-resurrection themes are about waiting for Jesus to come back. Most of 
the writers of those letters thought that Jesus was going to come back in their time. It was 
inevitable, it was every day. 



But here we are more than 2000 years later, and we're still waiting for Jesus to return in physical 
form. We wait knowing that Jesus is with us. Earlier in the Gospel of Matthew we hear and we 
heard just a few weeks ago from the Sermon of the Mount, where it says, “Let your light so 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works, and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.” That's Matthew 5:16, if you want to look it up. So this lesson, which is also often 
misinterpreted and misguided, where people have used it to talk about, you know, those who 
aren't prepared are going to burn in the fiery pits of hell and. And you should always be looking 
ahead, you should always be prepared, you should never procrastinate. But really with this text 
and where it becomes good news, is that in this parable of Jesus that Matthew shares with us, 
the thing we know for sure is that the bridegroom will come. And that the bridegroom is here. 
And that's what we gather around, to help each other to prepare for the second coming, but to 
be active in the life of Christ in this world right now. 
 
And the challenge of this text is to remind us to be wise, to be ready, to keep our light shining, 
and to keep awake, as it says at the end of this text. On Thursday, Vicar Paul and I had a 
four-and-a-half hour meeting with the other internship sites around our region. There were some 
in California and Arizona, where I thought all the Arizonans should have been out there counting 
votes, instead they were meeting with us. But the theme of the day was fascinating to me, 
because what we talked about that day was grief. And I thought, boy, we don't even get to do 
funerals anymore, and here we are talking about grief. But the fascinating thing about this, and 
we'll be talking more about it as a congregation, is that all of these months of waiting to get this 
virus under control, of waiting to figure out what we're going to do about the civil unrest and 
injustices that are being brought into our limelight, of waiting to see if we're going to get serious 
enough about climate change that we're not dealing with these forest fires, all the time...waiting, 
waiting, waiting. But it is also a process of grieving, of letting go the world that we used to know. 
Letting go of the time that we could sit down over a drink with friends. Letting go of the time 
where we could actually see each other's whole faces instead of just their eyes. Letting go of the 
times when we hugged. I just watch longingly when I watch old shows on TV and people hug 
each other. When we could hold hands during the Lord’s Prayer and remind ourselves that we 
are still one in the Community of Christ.  
 
We live in a world that has taught us to expect instant gratification. And one of the good things 
that can come out of this year is to remind us that waiting is an important part of living. We need 
to wait and trust and find hope and joy in the midst of everything that's happened. The wise 
bridesmaids are prepared to wait. And that's what this text calls us to do.  
 
So four years ago I found myself in the same position I find myself today, of preaching the 
Sunday after a very contentious and big election, of preaching to people, some of whom were 
devastated by the results and some of whom were rejoicing and recognizing that that existed in 
everyone who sat in these pews. And the only thing I could come up with was, wherever you 
stand on the political scale right now, we need to be gentle with each other. We are definitely a 
divided country. But the same is true today: we need to be gentle with each other as we live into 
a new reality. As we live into a whole different approach to the things that are happening to us 



personally every day. We have to wait. And we have to pray. We have to trust that God is 
present with us in all of this. Waiting and light.  
 
I'd like to invite you, if you have one of these red books at home, the ELW, to pull it out this 
week, because it is going to be a week filled with anxiety. Pull out your ELW and your Bible, but 
look for hymns. Many of the Advent hymns are about waiting for the Lord. There's a whole 
section in there on hope, where you read those old familiar hymns, and they remind you of the 
days that you sat not only with the people who normally sit in these rows, but in the one you 
grew up in. Think about how present the Lord is in our waiting, and find your patience there.  
 
So the other thing we do today is we remember our veterans. And I think anyone, especially 
combat veterans, will tell you that waiting was a big part of what they had to do all the time, but 
also light was a part of what they had to do all the time. So they have lessons to teach us and 
tell their stories about their time defending our country, and we should never ever undermerit 
the sacrifice that they and their families made so that we can argue about what freedom is and 
what it means. And so we bless them today and we thank God for their service to our country.  
 
The other thing we will do is bless the commitments of giving that have been coming in this 
week and the ones that will come in the next few weeks, because this basket of commitments is 
a basket of hope. It's a basket that says the church will survive what's happening to it right now. 
And even when we can't be together physically, we are together by phone calls, by watching 
these worships together, by taking each other up in prayer. The prayer list in your bulletins have 
never been more important than they are now. Pray through them every week at least, that we 
are united and we will come through the other side of this learning the lessons of all the things 
that we can do better, that we learned while we were waiting. Because we wait now for the day 
that we will sit in these rows together again, when we will hug and hold hands. But God is active 
now, just as He was then, and just as He will be again.  
 
So we will bless these pledges and the hope and the joy that they represent--that God's Church 
is alive above all else. So how do we wait? What do we learn in today's lessons? We wait 
wisely, patiently, preparing ourselves, being awake, hopefully, emphatically, learning, shining 
our light, loving, and serving. It's all right there. And it's all what makes us the Church of Jesus 
Christ. And what holds us together through this terrible time of waiting.  
 
The part about grieving is acknowledging that we have these feelings of grief, even though we 
don't want to, about the world that we left behind last February and March. And we all feel that, 
and we can hold each other up in that. But we wait together in the hope that Jesus Christ our 
Savior is with us and calling us to be His hands and voice in the work, so people will see our 
good works and give glory to our Father in heaven. So as the hymn says: be strong, take heart. 
And we will all find the peace that passes all understanding. 
 
Amen 


