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It's been said that the gospel of Jesus Christ is meant to afflict the comfortable and comfort the 
afflicted. Now, from what I hear that saying originally was journalists, but someone in the 
Christian church picked it up and it is very apropos in this time in our history and certainly with 
this text. 
 
You know Jesus's parables, especially as they're told in Matthew, are not sweet little bedtime 
stories. They're meant to disturb us. They're meant to wake us up, were meant to shake us out 
of our complacency and call us to respond. But this one, I think he went a little too far.  
 
Luke's version of this parable is so much easier and more pleasant to do. If you take this 
parable at face value, we've got a bunch of guests who would rather commit murder than attend 
a royal wedding. We've got food that stays fresh long enough for a town to be destroyed and a 
bunch of new people to be invited. We've got God as a violent, petty king. If we consider God 
the king. And of course, as is usual for most of the text in our scripture, this story has been used 
often, misused by the church. It's been misused to say the Jews were the first ones called, so 
anti-Semitism is okay. We can hate the Jews because they didn't come to the banquet. It's been 
used, honestly, in my lifetime, it's been used for some to say, “Well, look at that parable. We 
should all dress up for church.” That will never go over in Colorado. And I promise I won't come 
around and send you into the outer darkness if you show up and you're not dressed the way I 
think you should be. But this parable is allegorical. It's hyperbolic, for all of you English majors. 
It's meant to shake us up a little bit. 
 
Today, we gather for a banquet. Every week we gather around the banquet of this table. Around 
the bread and wine of Jesus Christ. And it's been extraordinary, during this time of COVID, 
figuring out ways to make the banquet available to everyone when we can't always be in the 
same place. And yet the spirit has worked, and there are ways. And so I hope if you're at home 
you are having your bread and wine. If not, you can get up and get it now, the rest of the 
sermon is going to be boring. Go get your bread and wine. Because we are invited to a banquet 
and this banquet is meant to strengthen us for the journey ahead. It's meant to give us the 
impetus to go out and live a life that shows that we understand that we have been called. 
 
So, when we hear this story we have to ask ourselves, where do we fit in the story. There's a lot 
of different places that we could be. Are we the invited guests who are just too busy to show up, 
too busy to read the Word of God, too busy to encourage each other, too busy to listen to what 
God is calling us to especially now? Are we the people in the main streets? That's who I want to 
be. I want to be the people on the corner, the byways and highways as the King James Version 
says, that the servants come and get. Are we the one who showed disrespect by not preparing 
our hearts and minds for what happens in this meal? There are other characters you might not 
have thought of. Are we the troops? Are we the army carrying out the wish of the king to destroy 
people? Too often, that's the role the church has taken. Or are we the servants? Are we the 
ones that God sends out to invite people to the banquet? To say something important and 



incredible is happening. Please, please come. Or, are we the king? Quite often, that's the role 
we want to take. We want to be the one that decides who gets to be invited and who does not 
get to be invited. 
 
And the answer is, all of the above, except the king. I can think of different times in my life when 
all of these would have applied to me: when I've been judgmental of people when I had no right 
to be; when I've listened to God calling me to do something extraordinary and I don't bother; 
when I've wanted to pull together an army and wipe out all of the people who don't agree with 
my perspective of the world. 
 
I hope, often, that I fall in the category of the servant that listens to God telling me what to do 
and how to do it. During these last seven months that has been the hardest task of my life, 
figuring out how to be together as church during this time. Yeah, it can speak to us in many 
times, in many places, in many ways. The thing we know for sure is that we are followers of a 
God of grace, a God of love, a God who invites us to come to this banquet, aGod who knows us 
by name and calls us Beloved.  
 
Unless you hear that as a fairy tale or a happy song, the kind of love that God calls us to is very 
difficult. It means we have to constantly step out of our comfort zone, constantly look at how we 
are following what God is calling us to do, constantly question whether we're loving enough. And 
we get the power to do that by first accepting the love of our God. The love that gave us the 
banquet. The love that gave us the power to do what God is calling us to do if we dare to listen.  
 
Tomorrow is a national holiday. You haven't heard much about it this year. Tomorrow is the 
national celebration of Columbus Day. So you won't get your mail tomorrow, so that's all I want 
you to know about that. But this year, especially, if you've been listening to what's happening in 
the culture around us, if you've been hearing the cries of people who have been oppressed, 
Columbus Day is kind of tough. Because what I was taught about Columbus Day in school is 
not really very accurate...about the day Columbus discovered America as if no one was here 
before and it was just land. Columbus Day started a pattern that has lived through our country to 
this day. And we are empowered by the love of God, empowered by having been at the 
banquet, empowered by God's call to us to be God's servants in the world, we can look at this 
with open and honest hearts.  
 
My calendar on my phone says it's not just Columbus Day, it’s Indigenous Peoples Day. Very 
creative. Because with the love of God in our hearts with our belief that we are special and 
precious we can dare to question some of the things that have just been naturally taught to us. 
That we are superior because of the color of our skin, that we have done all good things through 
our history, and it just hasn't always gone well. With the power of God's love, we can understand 
that it's okay to look at our history and say, “How do we want to do things better in the future? 
How do we want to actually celebrate the Indigenous people who were displaced? How do we 
want to lift up the lowly and the poor, the ones that the king invited to the table when the rest of 
us wouldn't come?”  
 



This parable is not so much about how we judge other people, but it is very much about how we 
respond to the love and the invitation of our God to this table. And I don't mean this table as in 
just, if you come here on Sunday morning you're good for a week. I mean, this table as the table 
of love. The body and blood of Christ that empowers us to be powerful voices for love in the 
world. And that's a hard thing to do right now. We can't agree on anything. We can't hug each 
other. You know, I watch old TV shows and movies, and people give each other hugs and I'm 
like, “Oh, I missed it so much.” It is a hard time to be a follower of Christ to be a human being in 
this world, in this country right now. And I am here to tell you that you can find the power to be 
what God wants you to be during this time, at the table, with the body and blood of Christ 
strengthening us. Because that body and blood is the love of God giving us the courage to 
move forward. 
 
So how will we respond to God's invitation? Will we dare to be afflicted? Will we dare not to sit in 
our comfortable place and say, “Okay, what do we do now?” If we firmly grasp the love of God, 
we can have the courage to change our lens, to examine our history, to decide who we are 
going to be in the story as the history of this time is told. If we grasp the love of God, described 
in Isaiah. It's a challenge to live a powerful kind of love. And we trust in the grace of God to give 
us the courage to do that.  
 
You know the early Christians were facing much the same world that we are now. It was a very 
difficult time to be a follower of Jesus Christ. So when Paul was writing to them, he wrote these 
words that we heard this morning. These words that I want to leave you with as you go out into 
the world and decide how you will respond to the invitation. It's harder. It's hard to do.  
 
But I want you to take these words home with you. I want you to read them over and over 
through the week, as Paul says: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds in Jesus Christ.”  
 
And how should we respond? 
 
“Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.” 
 
 The peace of God which surpasses all understanding. Come to the banquet, you'll find it. 
 
Amen 


