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Over the past couple of weeks we have been slowly making our way through the stories of 
Jesus's last days. And it seems very fitting in 2020, that this keeps repeating, and we're going at 
this sloth-like pace. We learned about the wicked tenants, the questioning of Jesus's religious 
authority. Last week we heard the parable of the wedding banquets, and the revised common 
lectionary leads us this morning, to talk about taxes and Caesar. Tom and the stewardship team 
would probably prefer I preach a sermon on stewardship, but this morning's text reminds us we 
are still in that shadow of the crucifixion. 
 
The religious establishment up to this point had had enough with this Jesus movement. But 
unlike in previous weeks, this morning we see a new group sort of colluding with one another. In 
the past couple weeks we saw the chief priests, the elders, the Pharisees, the scribes, but this 
week we have this new group--the Herodian--and those were folks who are loyal to King Herod 
and the Pharisees. And they didn't really agree with one another. The Herodians wanted to keep 
the temple because they could get their taxes. But the Pharisees believed you just needed to 
follow the laws. So there wasn't a lot of agreement between the two, but they saw this existential 
threat of Jesus and the Jesus movement. 
 
And this movement had been making its way through Palestine. And recently, Jesus came into 
Jerusalem on that donkey. Jesus flipped over those tables of the money changers in the temple. 
And that's important for us to understand this morning. And he kept challenging and providing 
witty and insulting comments to these religious leaders who are theologians, they knew the 
Bible, but he kept giving these witty responses. 
 
But now this Jesus movement had finally come to Jerusalem. And it joins this joyous occasion. 
But there was also another reality. I talked about this a couple weeks ago, Pax Romana, is this 
idea that there is peace at all costs. That in order for Palestinian and Judaian people to go along 
with their daily lives while having the oppression of the Roman Empire, that had just been 
moving. 
 
The chief priests, the scribes, were put in charge to keep that peace, to make sure that there 
was no ruckus and if there was a ruckus, they could lose their power, their status. Because the 
Roman occupying force would come in and try to want to squelch that. They don't want this 
uprising. 
 
And so now this Jesus movement is here in Jerusalem. And he's angering the chief priests, the 
scribes, as we've learned through these parables. He is creating these enemies. So they come 
this morning to try to entrap him again and charge him with sedition so that they can crucify him. 
But, it appears, he's this early century politician and he gives this non-answer answer. And he 
says, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and give to God what is God's.” Powerful statement. 
 



In this gospel text it's important for us to understand that we're in the temple. It's a holy and 
sacred space. So the fact that the Pharisees and the Herodians bring out this coin with the 
image and the inscription that Caesar is God...that's a big no no. 
 
Because what's the first commandment? Do you remember from confirmation or back in the old 
days? That you have no gods, other than me. That’s the first commandment, that's a 
paraphrase. They're not allowed to have these. These laws were there, these were Jewish laws. 
You're not allowed to have other images of God. So what they would do is that the money 
changers, who Jesus flips earlier on in the story, they're there at the front doors of the temple. 
You come in, you give your denarius to the person that's the money changer, and they're like 
the international currency status at the airport or like a check into cash place. You give this 
denarius to the person, they exchange it, they take what they want, and they give you these 
Jewish coins that you could use in the temple. And you use these Jewish coins to barter for your 
food or barter for animals or whatever you need. So in this story it's becoming this marketplace. 
 
But this morning, Jesus tricks them. They bring out this image of Caesar in the temple. Jesus 
exposes their hypocrisy in that moment. And he gives us that answer. Give to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar and God what belongs to God. A powerful statement. 
 
But this morning's text is not about taxes or...because first century taxes are much different. In 
this sort of economy, it's important for us to understand that they were not paying for roads or 
schools or safety nets for seniors and people needing assistance. Instead they were just paying 
the people who are well off, the Jewish and the leadership in the church, who were supposed to 
keep the peace. And so they would just get rich off the money, and it kept people who were 
poor and could not make ends meet. So that's why we have the wicked tenants and a lot of 
these egalitarian stories of Jesus telling us about, you know, let's talk about these taxes. But this 
morning, this isn't about that. The taxes in this time are given to religious leadership and the 
foreign occupiers of the Roman Empire.  
 
But instead, the story is about belonging and who we belong to. This text isn't saying we 
shouldn't pay our taxes or engage in civic responsibility. But it calls us to remember our 
baptismal covenant. That we are God's faithful people. We are marked by the cross and sealed 
by the Holy Spirit in our baptism. We know pastor Barb talks about kids that she's baptized over 
the years. And a couple of months ago I got to help baptize my nephew. And it's that powerful 
moment where we are reminded that we are children of God. We are marked, claimed, and 
loved as children of God.  
 
And we see this also this morning in both the Isaiah passage where Isaiah the prophet tells us 
that we are called by our name. And Paul reminds us in First Thessalonians, faith, hope, and 
love are at the center of Jesus's movement. This morning, this text, again, is not about taxes, 
but who we belong to. It's hard to see that in a time where right now it seems like everything's 
kind of going cray cray. People have lost their jobs, their steady income, because of a 
microscopic virus that we can't really see, but might be in our midst. We look at a world with 
unrest as centuries-long inequity continues to boil up, as young black men and women are 



murdered and lynched. It's hard. And when it seems like the whole western half of the United 
States is on fire. Hurricanes continue to pummel the Gulf Coast. And it just seems like politicians 
are bickering with one another and not actually solving the problems we need.  
 
But as a people of God, even though we might be hurting this morning, this gospel text reminds 
us of that baptismal covenant that we and God are in a relationship with one another, that God 
is constantly there. And those values of grace, mercy, and love continue time and time again to 
show up in this world. And we, as beacons of God's children, are called to go out into the 
community and to give the good news to one another.  
 
And so I asked you to get a note card. So hopefully you have it. If you don't, that's fine. We can 
do this in your spare time. We’ve got the videos now. And so I'm going to ask you this question. 
And I'm going to ask that you post it maybe on the door, or next to your phone, or your laptop, or 
if you still have a landline, maybe put it next to your phone. How are you, personally called, to 
put into practice Jesus's message this week? What are ways you can be that beacon in this 
broken and hopeless world, at times. We are called to emulate these values of grace, mercy, 
and love with all of God's children. 
 
So I want you to again, how are you personally called to put into practice Jesus's message this 
week? Post that and we'll check in, maybe in a couple weeks when I preach next, on what 
you've been doing. I love to hear your stories. You can also email me if you want. 
 
This morning we are reminded, we are God's children. We are loved. We are called. Let's give 
that faith, hope, and love to this world that seems broken.  
 
Amen 
 


